
been searching forðwith a felt 

sense of equality within the 

community.  Even founding 

families and board, who have 

every right and opportunity to 

be hierarchal, are not.  There is 

genuine inclusiveness, an open 

invitation to have others share 

in this beautiful school and 

community they have created! 

At the last River Foundation 

meeting, I was nominated  for 

ñchair,ò I was surprisedébut 

honored.  And, it is with honor, 

appreciation, and commitment 

that I accept the nomination and 

position as your foundation 

chair ï an officer of service ï to 

the River community and our 

children.  I look forward to the 

year ahead, our many firsts, and 

all that we will accomplish  

together. 

             Warmly yours, 

  Julie Carolan 

We have each brought with 

us our own varied ñpre-Riverò 

experiences ï many pleasant, 

some disappointments, even 

some sadness and frustration 

with the direction of our 

stateôs overall educational 

direction. 

Our family came to River 

with knowledge of Maria 

Montessoriôs pedagogy, and 

an anecdotal understanding of 

Montessori through friends 

and acquaintances.  Even 

though our daughter was do-

ing well, in her grade school 

experience, we continually 

felt that something was miss-

ing.  Over the summer, we 

took the leap to join a new 

public adventure in Montes-

sori practice!  With some 

trepidation, much hope and 

excitement, we delivered our 

daughter to the River doors on 

Cypress Drive. 

What we have found at River 

is that our daughter is at peace 

at the end of her school 

day.  She gives glowing re-

ports ï ranging from great to 

excellent ï AND, most impor-

tantly our daughter has joy 

and excitement about what 

she is learning!!!  There is 

almost no end (and I mean it!) 

to her talking about her day ï 

not just recess dynamics ï but 

what she has learned.  Sharing 

basic academic concepts that I 

am now pretty certain she 

never learned at her prior 

school!!! 

For our family, it feels as 

though we have arrived!  This 

is the community we have 

River Montessori Foundation, 

or River Foundation, has 

several purposes: we are the 

parentsô organization for 

River Montessori Charter 

School, through our work and 

outreach, we increase aware-

ness of the Montessori phi-

losophy and support the Mon-

tessori community, AND we 

also enjoy the fund raising 

responsibility for the school, 

especially for enrichment pro-

grams like Visual and Performing 

Arts (Art, Drama, Music), World 

Language, Physical Education, 

Outdoor Sciences (the River Gar-

den), Vocational Arts, and many 

more activities that your children 

will enjoy during their career with 

River! 

 

Meetings are held the 1st 

Monday of each month at 

7:00pm, on site at the River 

Montessori Charter School. 

All are welcome. 

We encourage parents, and 

ALL supporters of Montes-

sori in the public school sys-

tem, to join us and participate 

in our meetings and activities. 

A Message from the Foundation Chair 

About the River Foundation 
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Get your walking 

shoes on! 

River Game Night 

BRAIN FREEZE DINE AND DONATE 

After School River Walk 
RIVER WALK  

Bring your walking, biking 

or strolling feet to the head 

of Ellis Creek trail for an 

after school walk.  

Join River families every 

second Thursday of the 

month at 3:30 pm for an 

informal walk. 

River Walk Dates: 

November 12th 

December 10th 

January 14th 

February 11th 

March 11th 

April 8th 

May 13th 

June 10th 

 

take it in anytime you go 

the Brain Freeze.  

Brain Freeze is located at: 

231 N 

McDowell 

Blvd., across 

from Burger 

King in the 

Raleyôs shop-

ping center. 

A  fun dessert night for the 

whole family.  Every 4th 

Monday of the month. 

Brain Freeze Frozen Yogurt 

will donate 35 percent back 

to River.   

Canôt make it to our des-

sert night? No problem!  

Just print out the flyer at the 

end of this newsletter and 

Mark your calendars: 
November 23rd 

December 28th  

January 25th 

February 22nd 

March 22nd 

April 26th 

May 24th 

June 28th 

Each family should bring 

some un-popped popcorn, a 

big popcorn bowl, your 

favorite dry popcorn top-

pings and a water bottle. 

Please consider bringing a 

new or used board game to 

donate to your child's class-

room. These  games will be 

a great resource for the stu-

dents during rainy days for 

indoor activities. 

For more information 

please contact:  

Miriah Kellison, Family 

Activity Coordinator at: 
miriahk@comcast.net 

Upcoming Family  
Activity Nights:  

December 18th 

January 15th 

February 19th 

March 19th 

April 16th 

May 21st 

FAMILY ACTIVITY 

NIGHT  

This will be a recurring 

monthly event every third 

Friday of the month from 

6:00 to 7:00 PM. Please 

check the school calendar 

for the monthly theme.   

First Family Activity 

Night:  
November 20th - Popcorn 

and Game Donation Night. 

Bring a favorite board game 

to play with others and en-

joy some popcorn for 

snacking. 

Thank you to all 

of the parents 

who have 

volunteered to 

run these 

programs for the 

River Foundation! 

R I V E R  M O N T E S S O R I  F O U N D A T I O N  N E W S L E T T E R  

mailto:miriahk@comcast.net


R I V E R  D I R E C T O R I E S  C O M I N G  S O O N !  

eScrip News! 
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Many of you are already eScrip 

members and know the value in 

returns eScrip holds for your 

designated school.  If you 

havenôt already noticed, River 

Montessori Charter School is 

listed as one of the benefiting 

schools! We absolutely wel-

come all River parents, ex-

tended family members, friends, 

colleagues, and co-workers to 

add River Montessori as their 

designated school.  

 Signing up is easy - just go to 

www.escrip.com to register.  

There is also a printer cartridge 

collecting and recycling compo-

nent to eScrip. Just bring your 

empty ink cartridges or old cell 

phones and place them in our 

collection box located in the 

school office lobby. 

Stay tuned for more information 

on the different ways we can 

use eScrip to benefit our chil-

dren at River.  

For questions, feel free to con-

tact Julie Carolan at :  

juliecarolan@comcast.net 

get some wonderful books for the 

holiday season.    
 

More information with days and 

times will be available in our next 

newsletter.   
 

For questions or to volunteer to 

help with the  book fair, please 

contact Erin Ayers at:  

themakercom-

pany@comcast.net  

RMCS is now participating in 

Scholastic Book Club. The book 

club offers age-appropriate, high

-quality books, nice & easy pric-

ing and FREE BOOKS and 

classroom materials for your 

childôs class!!  
 

We will also be hosting a Scho-

lastic book fair early December .  

This is a perfect opportunity to 

10¢!!Funds received will help 

purchase items for our school. 

RMCS is now collecting Box 

Tops for Education. Just look 

for the Box Tops logo on hun-

dreds of products like Cheer-

ios®, Huggieôs® and Kleenex®, 

in almost every aisle of the 

store. All you need to do is clip 

and send them to school.   

There will be a collection box in 

the front lobby.  Each one worth 

Box Tops for Education 

Scholastic Book News 

Pizza Lunch at River 
Get ready for Pizza Fri-

days at River!  Beginning 

in December, the first Friday of 

each month will be Pizza Day. 

Parents will have a chance to 

pre-order a pizza lunch each 

month.  Details on the logistics are still in the process. 

Keep your eye out for information going out through 

backpack mail. 

River Wear 
A great Holiday Gift and an Opportunity 

to show your school spirit!  Order your River 

Montessori T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Hats, and Water Bot-

tles today.  River wear is blue with orange lettering. 

There is a picture in the lobby. Order form is attached. 

Orders are due by November 24th and can be turned 

in to Heidi at the front desk.  You will soon be able to 

order online at: 

www.rivermontessorifoundation.org  

The River Foundationôs website will be 

up and running soon!  

 www.rivermontessorifoundation.org/  

http://www.escrip.com
mailto:juliecarolan@comcast.net
mailto:themakercompany@comcast.net
mailto:themakercompany@comcast.net
http://www2.scholastic.com/
http://www.rivermontessorifoundation.org/
http://www.rivermontessorifoundation.org/
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ñI am very happy to be a member of the Foundation board. River has attracted a talented 

and energetic group of people who are eager to get things going.  There are a wide range of fund 

raiser ideas, from the simple Box Tops to those bigger events that take great planning, such as the 

Golf Tournament in the spring. With the funds raised, we can continue to contribute to this beautiful 

school that so many worked so hard to create. Everyone is invited to attend the Foundation Meetings, 

which are held the first Monday of every month, so please come. Letôs make our dreams for our chil-

drenôs education a reality and letôs have fun doing it. 

       Marie Lehman, Treasurer 

From the 

Foundation 

Board: 

Our two year search for the perfect school for our daughter has finally come to the most pleasant end 

imaginable. We are so grateful to be part of the River Montessori community and we look forward to the 

wonderful years ahead. Thank you to those of you who spent countless hours creating this amazing envi-

ronment for our children. I am in awe of your hard work and commitment. At our last River Foundation 

meeting I was elected Secretary. I am so privileged to have the opportunity to enrich the lives of the stu-

dents of River Montessori Charter School in any way I can. 

         Sincerely,  

         Erin Ayers, Secretary 

Grant Committee 

 

 

Interested in Grants for River?   A Grant Committee is forming!  Please join us on 

Wednesday, November 18th at River at 6:30.  We need people who can research appropriate 

grants, help to find all the pieces needed for grant applications, write the grants, and provide copy-

ing help.  Three grants have been submitted to the Petaluma Education Foundation, the first is a 

technology grant that would cover keyboarding programs and computers, the second is a $5000 

garden grant that would cover a green house, tools, and composting bin etc., the third is a physical 

education grant that would provide sporting goods, a backstop for handball etc. Contact Cindy 

Lohrentz if you would like more information at:   clohrentz@rivermontessori.org or 765-6448. 

The  Second annual River on the Green will take place in April.  The event 

will consist of a golf tournament during the day followed by an evening dinner and 

silent auction.  If you would be interested in helping out with this event, please contact 

Christina Isetta at cisetta@yahoo.com. 

As you all know, last month's fundraiser was the second annual "Rock for 

River." A great time was had by all! It was fantastic to see so many from our 

evolving River community in attendance and, although we all cherish our chil-

dren, it was nice to have the opportunity to mingle and have some adult time as 

we all get acquainted. Lagunitas was thrilled with the outcome, the musicians 

had a great time, and we earned over $4000.00 for River. Thanks again to all 

the volunteers and to everyone for showing up.  Here's to next year for the 3rd 

annual Rock for River! Mary Jane Salberg 

Be a part of River Foundation! We encourage all parents and interested com-

munity members to attend the next Foundation Meeting, or contact Julie Carolan, Foundation 

Chair, for more information, at juliecarolan@comcast.net. 

http://us.mc811.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=clohrentz@rivermontessori.org
mailto:cisetta@yahoo.com
mailto:juliecarolan@comcast.net


River Wear Order Form ɀ 2009-2010 
Show Your School Spirit and shop for all your relatives and neighbors!!!! 

 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÆÉÌÌ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÁÃÈ Á ÃÈÅÃË ÍÁÄÅ ÏÕÔ ÔÏȡ  Ȱ2ÉÖÅÒ -ÏÎÔÅÓÓÏÒÉ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȱ  'ÉÖÅ ÔÏ (ÅÉÄÉ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÒÏÎÔ $ÅÓËȢ  !ÌÌ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄs 
 benefit programs at River. 

 

         Total amount of order :  $___________ 
 
Online orders will be coming soon!   www.rivermontessorifoundation.org    
 

Return form to Heidi at the Front Desk by November 24th ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÈÏÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙÓ!!!! 

  
Item 

  
Size 

  
Quantity 

  
Total Price 

Embroidered Hats  $15.00 each One size fits all     

T Shirt Child  $8.00 each S (6-8)     

  M  (8-10)     

  L (10-12)     

T Shirt Adult  $10.00 each S     

  M     

  L     

  XL     

$12.00 for XXL XXL     

Pullover Hooded Sweatshirt Child  
$25.00 each 

S 
(6-8) 

    

  M  (8-10)     

  L (10-12)     

Pullover Hooded Sweatshirt Adult   
$25.00 each 

  
S 

    

  M     

  L     

  XL     

Zippered Hooded Sweatshirt Child  
$30.00 each 

S 
(6-8) 

    

  M  (8-10)     

  L (10-12)     

Zippered Hooded Sweatshirt Adult   
$32.00 each 

  
S 

    

  M     

  L     

  XL     

$35.00 for XXL XXL     

River Water Bottle  $10.00 27 Oz.     

River Water Bottle  $6.00 
(Lunch Box Size) 

17 Oz.     

http://www.rivermontessorifoundation.org/


Dine and Donate  
BRING THIS FLYER IN 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

RIVER MONTESSORI 
Come help River Montessori raise money!  

Enjoy a delicious self -served fat -free yogurt or 

sorbet with tons of toppings including fresh fruit!  
 

35% of your purchase will go directly back to the 

school! 
 

*This flyer is your ticket -Please bring it with you!  

 
231-B N. McDowell Blvd  

K-Mart Shopping Center  

 Next to Starbucks and Coyote Grill  

Phone# 789-9813 


