
Come join the fun! 

On Friday, March 19 at 6 

pm, River Montessori 

Foundation presents 

Family Activity Night 

featuring the movie  

 

άEarthέΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ 

story of three families and 

their amazing journey 

across the planet we all call 

Home.  In addition, that 

evening, Mr. G will be 

selling popcorn and Mrs. 

Lapham will be holding a 

book exchange.  Meet in 

the Activity Room at River 

Montessori Charter 

School.  Bring your pillows, 

blankets, bottled water and 

books to exchange. 

Family Activity Night  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

worked on the newsletter, 

LΩǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

at and thinking about our 

wƛǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΧŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ 

amazing it has been to see 

όŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭΗύ ŀƭƭ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

been through together, as 

a community!  From our 

wonderful field trips and 

fundraising events, to 

family activities and after 

school enrichment, and 

informational programs 

ƭƛƪŜΣ ά/ƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΦέ  hǳǊ 

children continue to be 

engaged, they are a part of 

things, we are a part of 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 

ƧƻȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ƛƴΣ 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘΣ 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

forward! 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ 

how our newsletter is 

evolving.  In addition to 

information about events 

ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

including informational 

pieces about Montessori 

and healthy practices, and 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

enjoy our newest feature, a 

book corner!   We certainly 

seem to be hitting our 

ǎǘǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ 

see our community pulling 

together, sharing 

information, and running 

the course ς together.   

So as we move through the 

rest of March, I am wishing 

you all the same 

ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  LΩƳ 

sure as you look around at 

others in your River 

community, you, too, will 

feel a sense of appreciation 

for all that has been 

accomplished ς for this 

beautiful school and this 

village we call River! 

L ƘƻǇŜΣ ŀƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

indulge an Irish Blessing: 

May brooks and trees and 

singing hills 

Join in the chorus too,  

And every gentle wind that 

blows 

Send happiness to you.  

IŀǇǇȅ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ Φ Φ Φ 

and Nowrouz, too! 
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Upcoming Events:  

¶ March 19 - Family 

Activity Night 

¶ May 22 - Walk for River 

Walkathon 

¶ June 12 - Rummage Sale 

¶ September 24 - River on 

the Green 

¶ October - Rock for River 
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benefitting through credits earned by 

your purchases. 

½ƻŜΩǎ aŜŀǘǎ - www.zoesmeats.com 

Earn a discount on charcuterie AND a 

percentage back for River! 

RECYCLE YOUR PRINTER 

CARTRIDGES...the box in the school 

lobby hall 

 

Contributions from our ongoing 

fundraising events are starting to add 

up!  Keep participating regularly!   

Brain Freeze - Get your wallet size 

cards so that River gets credit for 

your Brain Freeze purchases.  

Remember . . . the fourth Monday of 

every month! 

Scholastic Book Sales - Our 

classrooms are 

Box Tops for Education 

www.boxtops4education.com  

eScrip 

www.escrip.com 

We all know about the importance of 

being safe in the sun. 

Next month, as we begin to move 

into our sun-ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

have a kick-off article on Sun Safety 

by our school nurse. 

In the meantime, remember to take 

good care of your skin and eyes. 

Did you remember to turn your 

clocks ahead an hour? Daylight 

savings time began Sunday, March 

14!  Spring Forward! 

Sun Safety 
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Ongoing Fundraising Events  

Get ready for the Rummage sale! 

Keep your eyes open for treasures 

around your home . . . check with 

your neighbors, family and friends . . . 

collect those re-sellable items to 

donate to River for our June 12 sale! 

Stay tuned for more details! 

As we begin to organize around the 

annual Rummage Sale for River we 

are looking for people to take on the 

following roles: 

1. Bake Sale Coordinator   

2. ά¢ŀƪŜ !ǿŀȅ ¢ŜŀƳέ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

Please contact Cindy Lohrentz at 

clohrentz@juno.com or call 484-7635 

and let us know how you can help. 

Rummage sale organizational 

meeting is coming in April.  Stay 

tuned! 

Rummage Sale Parent Survey  
You will soon be receiving a parent 

ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

parent survey and return it by the 

due date.  Your input is invaluable. 

This information will be used to 

continue to fine-tune and better the 

school, Foundation and activities.  

Hot Dog Fridays  
Hot Dog Fridays come to River! 

The last Friday of the month, we are 

ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ άŀƭƭ-natural, nitrate and 

antibiotic-ŦǊŜŜέ  ²ŜƭƭǎƘƛǊŜ CŀǊƳǎ Ƙƻǘ 

dogs for lunch!  

For those who prefer a veggie dog, 

those will also be available. Lunch 

includes a carton of milk or soy milk 

and orange slices or other fruit.   

Hot Dog Fridays are:   3/26, 4/30, 

5/28, and 6/11.  (4 total lunches left 

in the school year). 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 

forms by March 24 in to the 

Foundation mailbox in the lobby. 

Contact Cindy Lohrentz at 484-7635 

with questions or 

clohrentz@juno.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ 

donors by supporting Whole Foods 

and Wellshire Farms. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/common/Newsletters.aspx?WT.mc_id=paid_search_100502_636117&WT.srch=1&esrc=14358


²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ 

that the Third Annual Pancake 

Breakfast was a huge success!   

A great big thanks to all of the 

families and friends who supported 

through their contributions and 

participation . . . and enjoying the 

breakfast. We raised $2,800 - more 

money to make that thermometer in 

front of the school rise just a little bit 

more! 

The volunteer team members were 

all  amazing - from the set up and 

clean up crew to the cooks and 

servers.   

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άōŀǎƪŜǘ 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

How thoughtfully prepared! We hope 

the winning ticket holders are 

enjoying their baskets! 

Mostly, what a wonderful 

opportunity for River family and 

friends to continue to share fun times 

and build community!  

Pancake Breakfast 

last Fall.  

Educational Training and Consulting 

offers a small ($2,000) expansion 

grant as well as a matching grant 

($2,500) to Montessori Schools that 

we will apply for.   Our focus is now 

to find dollars to provide part-time 

teaching assistants in our classrooms 

for next year.  We can free up monies 

in the River budget for this by finding 

grants that would help with our 

classroom libraries, technology, art 

and music.  Or just find grants that 

support classroom assistants.   

If you would like to help us, contact 

Cindy Lohrentz at: 

clohrentz@juno.com or Maria Svinth 

at: msvinth@svn.net 

We received $455 from the Petaluma 

Community Guild to go towards the 

purchase of vision screening 

equipment.  Also, a grant was 

ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ [ƻǿŜΩǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

shade cover for the sandbox. We are 

waiting to hear from Petaluma 

Education Foundation on the three 

grants that were submitted to them 

News from the River Foundation Grant Writing Team  

Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ aŀȅ нн ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ 

and we are gearing up for our Walk 

for River Walkathon.  There will be 

great fun for everyone, the children,  

families, and the entire River 

community!  Keep your eyes open for 

more details about the event.  If you 

would like to support on the 

Walkathon event, contact Christine 

Isetta at cisetta@yahoo.com  

Walk for River 

Walkathon  

Thank You!  

Attention all contributors: 

We are extremely grateful to all of 

our supporters.   

If you have made a contribution 

(items or financial), and have not 

received acknowledgement, please 

contact the River Foundation:  

julie@rivermontessorifoundation.org   

Join River and the world this year for 

Earth Hour 2010 

Saturday, March 27, 8:30-9:30 pm  

Turn Out, Take Action 

Show that your family cares about 

the future of the planet.  Turn off 

your lights for just one hour and  

make a difference.  Millions of people 

working together can change the 

world.  You can too!!! 

www.EarthHourKids.org 

Earth Hour  
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

Volunteer Hours sheet in the 

Volunteer binder (on the desk 

outside the copy room).  There are 

still plenty of opportunities to 

volunteer! 

SustainersΧΦŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ 

your monthly sustainer check or  EFT 

for March! 

Reminders 
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Have you noticed our composting in 

the rear corner of the school? 

Did you know your children are 

reusing plates on pizza Friday (rather 

than paper plates)? 

Did you know that 95% of our 

families receive the e-newsletter, 

thereby reducing waste of paper? 

Have you noticed that many of our 

forms are available on the River 

school or Foundation websites? 

Like many homes, River also recycles 

paper, toner & inkjet cartridges, and 

other supplies and items. 

Did you  notice many of our students 

are using reusable, green lunch 

storage systems? 

Can you think of other ways our 

school reduces waste? 

What ways do you help to make your 

carbon footprint smaller? 

If you are interested in helping with 

the green team or other green issues 

at the school, email Sara at 

speracca@hotmail.com 

Smaller Footprints . . . some facts!  

complete the 7 classes so, you can 

choose the class times that are 

convenient for you in any particular 

week.    Sign up for a series for $90 

and Bodyworks will donate $11 back 

to River.  River Montessori 

Foundation thanks our friends at 

Bodyworks for making this 

opportunity available for our 

parents.  Watch for cards to use to 

purchase your series of classes and 

Have you always wanted to try 

yoga?  Do you love the way you feel 

after yoga? 

For a limited time, you can reap the 

many benefits of practicing yoga and 

raise money for River at the same 

time!  Bodyworks offers yoga classes 

for people of all shapes and sizes 

from Beginner to Experienced.  Many 

times are offered throughout the 

week and you have 90 days to 

bring a friend along!  This offer starts 

April 1 and runs through July, 2010. 

www.bodyworksyoga.com 

Yoga for River  

will your child have the opportunity 

to stay in-tune with peers, s/he will 

not miss out on valuable experiences. 

And, River will still receive the 

allotted dollars from the State for 

those absent classroom days.   

Independent study is an important 

ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 

attendance and learning experience. 

If you are planning a trip, or if your 

child will not be in school for some 

reason, ask your teacher(s) about 

Independent Study for your child.   

¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀ 

packet pertaining to what is 

happening in the classroom.  Not only 

More on Attendance  
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River Work Day  
We are going to have a work day 

Saturday, March 20, 9 am to Noon. 

Bring a shovel and gloves, we are 

spring cleaning.  

Plant Sale 
There will be a plant sale on April 16, 

after school and at the Family 

Activity Night event. 

If anyone has plants, seeds, or 

containers to plant in, to donate, it 

would be greatly appreciated.  For 

info or support with both events, 

contact Vanessa Vertigan-Guthrie at 

guth3s@gmail.com 

Name the 
Newsletter  

bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 

renaming the River Newsletter . . . 

start thinking up ideas now, and get 

ready for lots of naming fun! 

Φ Φ Φ ƘƳƳƳΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ Φ Φ Φ wƛǾŜǊΣ ƴŜǿǎΣ 

events, features, information, fun, 

families, resources, learning, 

community . . . Got ideas?  We love 

ΨŜƳΗ 


