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February, 2010

The NEW River News

A Joint Venture of River School & Foundation!

- ; Inside this issue:
In the Spirit of Collaboration
Thank You 2
We are thrilled to publish the first edition collaborative newsletter of River school Student Atten- 2
and foundation! As you all know, River has utilized many ways to get information out dance
to our community. Between the newsletters (school and foundation), missives and re-

- . . . . ) Volunteering inthe 2
sources about Montessori practices, group email notices, back pack mail, even since Classroom

before our September school opening, information has been flowing!
Ongoing Fundrais- 2

Our intention is that with this joined effort, we will gain more clarity and consistency ing Activities

throughout our community for where we  look to obtain news about River School and
River Foundation events, activities and other important information. You can still ex-
pect to receive regular group email announcements and backpack mail, but now only
one newsletter...one place to look for all your River news!

River Middle 2
School Committee

Calling all Crafters 3

For now, wedll call it o6The New River Ne wg?2nd RummageSale ook

the naming of our new River School and Foundation newsletter.
Waste -Free lunch 3

100 Students..100 days: A Celebration! Leadership Commit- 3

tee

River Montessori Charter School welcomed our 100 ™ student in February. Quickly ap-

proaching is our 100 " day of quality Montessori instruction at the only public elemen-
tary Montessori school in the North Bay. Time to celebrate!

Green Team News 3

Stay tuned for a special ceremony recognizing these milestones. Pledge Drive Suc- 4
cess

Help plan the event by contacting Julie Carolan, Chair, River Montessori Foundation at

juliecarolan@comcast.net . Year-Round Calen- 4
dar
Upcoming Events 4

Pancake Breakfast Gift Basket Raffle

Love your pancakes and sausage? We do, too! And now you can indulge knowing you
could work off those delicious calories with a family hike, active gardening, or a lovely
stroll to the perfect picnic site.

Montessori at Home 5

Sustainable Outdoor 6
Space

Enter the Pancake Breakfast Gift Basket
the following abundant baskets of goodies:

OFAMILY FIELD TRIP 066 pack for adventure (and never get lost!) with your GPS, bin-
oculars, compass, personal hydration, field guides, Sonoma County Parks pass, and
more!l. PLUS, what you need to carry it all.
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OGREEN FAMILY PICNIC 60 takes you to some of the most beautiful places to dine in

Continued on page 4
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We Shout out our Thanks to... Grant Writing Team

1 Bus Stop Coffee, at the Mail Depot :for generously Our Grant Writing Team  will meet again on
donating coffee for our Scholastic Book Faire, and for Monday, March 8th
our Sustainer Campaign Week. at 6:30pm, at River . 2

f Brain Freeze: Every 4™ Monday of each month they 's:l are vgglcomg. /
give a portion of purchases back to River €ase bring Jomn us e

and bring your ideas!
1T Mar yds fdétdiscauated pizza prices for our Fri- /

day Pizzas
Ongoing Fundraising Events

Contributions from our ongoing fundraising events

Student Attendance

are starting to add up! Keep participating regu-
While this is NOT a suggestion to send your child to larly!

school when sick, we want to remind all parents that River
receives roughly $38 per day for the positive attendance
of your child. Every dollar is crucial to our
budget él i kewise, every dol |l afl RAC¥ERYYOURRRINEER CARTRIBCES..fthehpy e t o
Riverds goals (financial as welinihesghgollgpyhall 3¢t i onal )!
9 Brain Freeze -Get your wallet size cards so that
River gets credit for your Brain Freeze purchases
Remember...the 4th Monday of every month!

 Boxtopsd www.boxtops4education.com

I eScrip -http://www.escrip.com/

Volunteering in the Montessori

f Scholastic Book Sales -Our classrooms are bene-
Classroom

fitting through credits earned by your purchases.

f Zoeds Mipaltwvew.zoesmeats.com/ -earn a
discount on charcuterie AND a percentage back

We plan to have a regularly featured spot in our newslet-
ter about volunteering, with various parent perspectives.

for River!
At our recent River Town Hall meeting, several reasons to
volunteer at River were mentioned; these resonated with
so many of us. The most frequently noted is that these
hours are required as part of the River Charter to satisfy School Communication
the CA Dept/ED requirements regarding our ability to
garner volunteer hours. There are many hidden benefits Itis our vision to be a green school, which
of volunteering & from building community to getting a matches our educational philosophy of respect for
better sense of how the children are learning when you the earth and will benefit the school and children
volunteer i n your Watthifofrdofes c | asmanygvaym Inan attemptto be eco -minded and
thoughts from your fellow parents! efficient, we will use five mass -posting options for

families and only send hard copies via backpack
mail, if all other options are unfeasible and special
attention is required or has been requested.

River Middle School Committee If you, or someone you know is not receiving River

Communications, please make sure that the school
has your correct email address and that River
email is not going into a spam folder.

The first meeting of the River Middle School Committee
was held on Wednesday, February 23rd. Stay tuned for
details about the meeting and next steps.
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Calling All Crafters!!

Do you knit? Crochet? Make bird houses? Quilt?  Build? Create something with your hands? We need items for
our upcoming raffles and to sell at our Rummage Sale.  So, if there are handmade items that you have made or
would like to make and then donate to raise money for River, please contact Cindy Lohrentz at 765 -6448 or e -mail
her at: clohrentz@juno.com 6

O

Third Annual River Rummage Sale @)

Start putting aside your useful, sellable, no  -longer-wanted items to donate to the River Rum-

mage Sale which will be happening late May or early June.  Check with your neighbors, family

and friends. This sale usually raises around $1200 and this year, we want to triple

that | nf or mati on about storing items will Wadtoayv 1
volunteer? Contact Cindy Lohrentz at 765 -6448 or clohrentz@juno.com

& RMCS Leadership Committee

RMCS created the Montessori Leadership

Waste - Free Lunches Committee to work with the Board of Directors and

Administration to address opportunities to encourage
Our Green Team will continue to explore information authenticity of Montessori methodology in leadership
about waste free lunches, and how you, too, can incorpo- and implementation across all aspects of RMCS such
rate the waste -free ideas and products as a regular as BOD interaction, administration, faculty, non -
part of your lunch making routine. certified and certified staff, family community, and

relationships and partnerships with local, state, na-
tional and international Montessori and civic communi-

News from the Green Team ties.
For the past month, the Green Team the green team put on a play about 12, a Sonoma Master Gar-
has been responsible for the recy- Climate Change for the School. The dener will be teaching the
cling, compost (with the garden com- kids enjoyed it so much that many kids about the importance of
mittee), and garbage at the school. immediately started telling me that worms and how to maintain a
Since this transition, River has re- they wanted to be in the next play. If worm bin. Parents welcome.
duced its garbage output by half. fh i i . .

g g put by any of have gxperlence or a desire to If you are interested in help-
Thank you to all who have made a teach drama informally, you have . .

. . , ing with the green team or

concerted effort to pack waste free many willing participants at River.

other green issues at the
The Green Team will be organizing school, email Sara at sper-
monthly fun educational events during acca@hotmail.com.

recess to further increase the chil-

drends understanding nf rfroncervation.
In addition, part of the costume for y
Carbon will be floating around the
Last Thursday, a few parents accom- classrooms to help the teachers ex-
panied by Curtis Cophamehe concédiofmoledules. Mu -
sic Teacher and several members of

lunches. The Green team in collabo-
ration with the Foundation will be
offering items to help in your en-
deavor to pack waste free lunches in
the near future. We are striving for
a waste free school!

This Friday, February 26 ™ from 11-
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SUSTAINER PLEDGE DRIVE SUCCESS!

Thank you, Sustainers!

River Montessori Foundation and River Montessori Charter School grate-
fully acknowledge the generous monthly contributions pledged by our sus-
taining families during the Pledge Drive.

More than half of Riverds families
to support River Montessor.i Charter
Sustainers! This represents a commitment of $3,500 per month to meet
the obligations of our charter, and to begin to provide funding for the
enhanced curriculum we all hope to provide our children.

If you made your Sustainer pledge using a credit card, you can expect to
see your pledge amount on your credit card statement beginning in Febru-
ary. Cash and check Sustainers, please remember to use your monthly
sustainer coupons to keep us on track to reach our monthly pledge total. 2010/2011 Year -

Remember: All contributions aretax -deducti bl e. Pl edge fKRaungSchedules s a

win-win situation for you andRiver!

Thank you, thank you, thank you for keeping the River dream alive!!! Next year River will start the year
round schedule. However, due to
Upcoming Events: the last phase of construction tak-
) ) ‘ ing place over the summer, school
April - Dine and Dance ' will start  August 16th.

March - Family Activity Nite! 2
May - Walk for River Walkathon

June - Rummage Sale . /
September & River on the Green " /

October - Rock for River

Continued from Page 1

California with a California State Parks pass, PLUS a basket loaded with everything you need to enjoy an elegant
and o0greend picnic anyti me, anywher eandpbrel/t e s , cups, ut ensi

OFAMILY GARDEN 60 grow your own with gardening tools, mulch, pots, heirloom seeds, flower and vegetable
starts, and more! PLUS the wheels you need to reduce the load, and harvest the bounty.

OTHE GIVE - BACK GIFT BASKET 64 this is where you can really make a difference at River Montessori at the
classroom level. Win this basket and give it back to the teachers & overflowing with exactly what they each said
they need to fill out their classrooms and support their lessons: laminating services, art supplies, trays and bas-
kets for individual instruction, textbooks, and the amenities that make the classroom a beautiful environment.

Feel good about giving backt o your t eac hwenrsituatibont 6 s a wi n

I f you candét make it to the pancake breakfast, you can sti
will be on display, and raffle tickets available for sale, at River on Thursday and Friday (the 25 " and 26M).

Enter as often as you like! Need not be present to win!
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Parents: Quick and Easy Montessori at Home
By Kelly Griffith Mannion, M.Ed.

Montessori Education Week: February 21 to 27, 2010 This time of year, we Montessorians celebrate the
history and success of the Montessori method, and recognize the contributions of Dr. Montessori herself.
Children are introduced to Maria Montessori, the real person who created the classroom materials children

use every day. Schools often find ways to promote further understanding of Montessori education in their
larger communities. There are so many delightful ways for schools, teachers, families, and training centers to
celebrate this week!

What can one person do? What if there were one simple, personal way to incorporate this week into your
life and work? A way to improve your time with children and deepen your understanding of the Montessori
method... A little something to do in a thoroughly Montessori way...

Here it is: Sit still. Yes, that impossible task. Sit and be quiet. Sit and observe.

Sit and notice all the things your child or children are doing. Children do come with instruction manu-
alsii all you have to do is sit patiently, watch, and listen. They will tell you everything if you are quiet enough
to hear it. You'll see their perspective on things, the way they physically interact with their environment

and the things in it, their preferences for work, and their curiosities.

This is how Montessorians "follow the child" and, frankly, we can't help but marvel at each child and the
infinite potential right in front of our eyes.

Sit and observe your children at play. Sit and wonder as you notice what activities they choose when they
are alone and what things they prefer to do with others. How they speak to different friends. How they
integrate themselves into a group, how they hang back sometimes. Sitting back and observing is integral to
understanding who our children are. Isn't that the ultimate gift for them and us?

Sit and observe areas in your home or classroom. How are they functioning? Are the children successful
in these areas or do cabinets, shelves, or drawers, need simplifying or a little reorganizing? Can you provide
something for the children in the environment so that, next time, they can follow their urges and complete
their responsibilities by themselves?

"Education demands, then, only this. the utilization of the inner powers of the child for his own instruc-
tion... There is a part of a child's soul that has always been unknown but which must be known...since it
means the bringing forth of an indispensable element for the moral progress of mankind.”

fi Maria Montessori

Observation illuminates the path ahead.

Observing is the ultimate education on what matters most...the children themselves. It gives us the under-
standing we need to proceed in serving the child on his or her own unique path. Whether you are a teacher
or a parent, observing can foster more positive relationships, allow for independence and growth in your
child, and ensure greater satisfaction and fulfillment for you.

As teachers, this is our most important work and sometimes the hardest to squeeze in, as we attempt to
ensure that each child is getting the lessons needed at the right time and take care of all else that needs
to be done for the classroom itself. Yet, we find a way.

As parents, observing can be tough. We aren't always objective. It can be hard to hang back, and it can be

the last thing on our minds as we are busy multi -tasking and managing a busy family life. Yet, observing is
truly the most illuminating gift i the gift of understanding our children.
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To help us create our vision for
River's sustainable outdoor space,
we are working to secure funding.
Once we are able to purchase all of
the materials, we will call for a gar-
den work day to help build, dig, and
plant to make the vision a real-

ity. Besides creating the most usable
teaching space possible, the garden
will provide a model of exemplary
environmental stewardship with or-
ganic practices, conserving water,
seed saving, using only renewable or
recycled materials and practicing
composting at every level.

Our first phase of planting in-

cludes building out three tall, narrow
beds under each window. Beds that
are waist high for children and only
as deep as they can reach will be

the most usable. This space will allow
for perennial edibles, companion
plants and natives so that our teach-

ers have a place to explore life
cycles through biology and life sci-
ences with their students. The
height and wall -adjacent location
of these beds will also help protect
insects mid -cycle, i.e. praying man-
tis cases, butterfly larvae.

We would also like to acquire three
to five well -used, (even dam-
aged) troughs as we will not need
them to be water tight. We might
try to build these out of old corru-
gated metal roofing, if we can fig-
ure a way to keep the sharp edges
safe. These round planters will
serve as home to fruiting trees,
which will espalier up the spaces
between the windows.

In the meantime we are keeping
the current annual beds planted at
a minimum as our irrigation is not
quite complete and we should not
expect the teachers to maintain

this space. If we are able to col-
lect enough volunteers to commit
to regularly nurse seedlings and
starts, we will begin to fill these in.
Now is certainly the time and we
have deep resources with starts
ready to go... we just need the
manpower to care for them.

If you are interested in joining the
garden committee or volunteering
to water or assist your child's
class during their garden time,
please contact Ginny Hautau @
ghauatu@comcast.net or 778 -
2396.
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