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A Message from your Foundation Chair

Itis hard to believe that we
are so close to the end of
the school year! Though
there remains much to do,
indeed, we have
accomplished much. With
just one month of school
left to go, it feels important
to stop and celebrate
where we are as a school
FYR O2YYdzyA i
where we have come some
three years ago, when our
founding families had a
dream and a vision.

Folks, we have four (and
growing next year!)
fabulous classrooms, filled
with children eager to
explore, and passionate
about their personal
discoveries and shared
learning experiences;
phenomenal teachers who
on a daily basis embrace
our children and their
individual learning paths;
parents who volunteer in
the classroom to support
the whole learning
environment we all want

for our children; and even
more parents and family

members volunteering

with fundraising activities
and events, and the behind
the scenes work -- like

attending planning

meetings, contributing to
the River newsletter,
working on the school and
foundation websites,
researching, writing and
submitting numerous grant
proposals to bring in those
much needed dollars so the

River vision will be

actualized. And, of course,

our wonderful school
director and office

manager ¢ Ann and Heidi g
who work tirelessly with
iKS wAiAg@SNRa

and contend with the
mandated weekly,
monthly, quarterly and
yearly reports and

activities. They do all this
with grace and a genuine

caring for each of our
children. We are ever

grateful to our sustaining
families, whose year-round

commitments will have
enabled us to meet the
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obligation to River School.
Without your support, this
financial promise will not
be a possibility! Finally,
our founding members,
whose love, vision, and
determination made this
amazing community a
NEFfAGEXGKS
as we drop our children at
the River doors lives deeply
inus all.

We are in the homestretch.
[t cannot be left unsaid,
there is still so much to
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planning, more
volunteering, more
committees, more events,
more sustaining
commitments, more
stretching, more learning,
and much, much more joy!
May we allow ourselves
the indulgence of
appreciation in these
accomplishments and
confidence in this amazing
community at River!
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Family & Friends
BBQ, Dessert
Auction & Raffle

Join us Saturday, May 22 at 5 pm for
a cookout celebrating River
Montessori's first year.

All current and future students,
friends, family and community
members are welcome!

Chicken, hot dogs and salad will be
served.

Purchase dessert at our Dessert
Auction.

Tickets available at the school this
week or by contacting
cisetta@rivermontessori.org
Adults - $10-Children - $5

Great raffle prizes!

We have had a great year so come
out and help us celebrate!

Desserts Wanted!

Plans are underway for the Dessert
Auction being held at the River
Montessori Family and Friends event
on Saturday, May 22.

We are looking for bakers to donate
cakes, pies, cheesecakes, cupcakes,
etc. We are not limiting your creative
minds as to the type of dessert you
wish to donate; generally, however,
homemade desserts do better at
auction.

9 Please make the dessert large
enough to serve 8-12 people.

1 Whatever serving dish the
dessert arrives in should be
included with the sale of the
dessert.

91 Desserts should be delivered to
the school between 4 pm and 5
pm on Saturday, May 22; please
let me know if you need to
arrange for another time.

If you can provide a dessert for the
auction, please contact Molly Foley
(mafoley@scualum.com,
415.898.8222) by TuesdayMay 18.
Thank you in advance for your
dessert donation!

Ongoing Fundraising Events

Contributions from our ongoing
fundraising events are starting to add
up! Keep participating regularly!
Brain Freeze Get your wallet size
cards so that River gets credit for
your Brain Freeze purchases.
Remember . . . the fourth Monday of
every month!

Scholastic Book Sale©ur
classrooms are

benefitting through credits earned by
your purchases.

%2 S Qa -wwlizodsteats.com
Earn a discount on charcuterie AND a
percentage back for River!

RECYCLE YOUR PRINTER
CARTRIDGES$he box in the school
lobby hall

Volunteer
Opportunities

Lunch/Recess Duty VolunteerdVe
would love to have more volunteers
to supervise the students during
lunch and recess from 12-1 pm. This
is an ongoing volunteer position. Any
help would be appreciated, even if
you can only come for a half hour.

Please feel free to contact Dana
Wade, River's Volunteer Coordinator,
at

volunteer@rivermontessori.org with
any questions.

Thanks again for all you do!

Name the
Newsletter

Did you think about some names for
our newsletter? This could be a great
opportunity for families to get
together to brainstorm ideas and
names. We will be taking your
submissions for the remainder of the
month of April. Please send your
ideas to Molly Foley at
mafoley@scualum.com.

Box Tops for Education
www.boxtops4education.com
eScrip

WwWw.escrip.com
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Rummage Sale News

OnJune 12, from 8 am ¢ 2 pm, we
will be holding our annual Rummage
Sale Fundraiser at River. MANY
volunteers are involved and we need
YOU, too! Contact these folks to sign
up to help:

1 Erin Ayers - Co-Captain
themakercompany@comcast.net

1 Cindy Lohrentz - Co- Captain
clohrentz@juno.com
484-7635

f BethLaurence-/ NI A 3Qa |
bethylaurence@comcast.net

1 Fay Kenney - Craft Table
faykenney@comcast.net

{ Priscilla Leal - Bake Sale
prettyhandy@att.net

1 Vanessa Vertigan - Plant Table
vguth3s@gmail.com

1 Craig Smith - Hot Dog Sales
craigfrazersmith@gmail.com

1 Leesa Samford ¢ River Wear
leesa@pachbell.net

Help is needed in the following areas:
Pre-Sale - Promotion, sorting, pricing

Day of sale - Set-up, sorting,
cashiering

Post Sale - Loading, Take Away, Clean
up
Asign up list is located in the Lobby

of River. We need people to sign up
for 2-hour chunks of time.

WANTED!

Bags and hangers are needed for the
rummage sale. Please leave them in
the box in the Health Office at River.

Please contact Beth Rem | nders
(bethylaurence@comcast.net)ifyou 52 v o F2NBSG (2 dzLJR
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Contact Cindy Lohrentz if you are Volunteer binder (on the desk

able to help with a truck and with outside the copy room). There are

taking stuff away post-sale. still plenty of opportunities to

You may begin to drop off items for volunteer!, o

the sale on Monday May 24. 52y Qu F2NHSU é2dzNJ a

Donations will be accepted 3:@3:30

for the month of May. If you have

pm, Monday through Thursday anel 1 any questions about making a

3 pm on Fridays until the day of the

sustaining commitment, please

sale. We will also be open to accept contact: Marie Lehman at
donations on Saturdays: May 29 andmarie@lockwoodelectric.com or

June 5 from 41 am. We cannot
accept items before May 24.

Join us for a Sale Organizing Meeting
on Monday May 17 at 6:30 pm at
River. Please join us to talk about the
sale and how YOU can help! We
need you to make this sale a success!

Butter and Eggs Day Parade

Did you see our
very own River

‘@@@@ N
darlings handing
out Whole

Tﬁg‘%

samples at the Butter and Eggs Day
parade? They were sensational! As
you may remember, Whole Foods
Market offered River a chance to
walk with the larger Whole Foods
Market group. While adults pushed
carts overflowing with samples, some
of our young ones

gave out samples ¢ like pros ¢ while
others carried banners or signs. It
was a great opportunity to come
together for River, and to show our
support for Whole Foods

Market. Thanks to our participating
River marchers, our River families on
the sidewalks cheering on, and to
Whole Foods Market, Petaluma for
the opportunity to join in and show
our support. Ifyou are a

aFF0S06221SNE OKSO]

pics on the Whole Foods Market,
Petaluma site.

~
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juliecarolan@comcast.net .

Thank You!

1 Thanks to donations from the
After School Enrichment
Providers, the Foundation was
able to provide financial
assistance for two children to
attend After School Enrichment
this year.

9 Many thanks to Vanessa and Jeff
for all the time they put into the
plant sale and everyone who
donated plants and worked at
the sale. The plant sale earned
$450 for the school.

Thanks to Brain Freeze! We get a
regular check which goes directly
to our ASE scholarship fund

2dzi a2vyYS 3AINBL
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Cosmic Education: The Heart of the Montessori Elementary Classroom

cos-micl. Of or relating to the decompartmentalized way of
universe, especially as distinct from presenting stories that open up lines
Earth. 2. Infinitely or inconceivably  of inquiry which roughly correspond
extended; vast. to traditional elementary academic
subjects.

G¢KS LIzN1JR a
walking encyclopedias of
1y26f SRISX ¢KS
students learn is almost incidental
to the enrichment of the context
they gain for understanding
themselves and their place in the
dzy A S NBE S d¢

Cosmic Education launches

Dr. Montessori recognized that all of
science and history tell portions of
the same story: the continuing
creation of the universe. Cosmic
Education tells that story. In a
uniquely Montessori way, the
experience offers children context
for, and reveals connections
between, such subjects as
astronomy, chemistry, geography,

history, and biology, toname afew.  yqyngsters into society practiced in
af SENyAy3é GKS | (thinking about who they are, as
matter, however, is secondary to a individuals, as part of the human
loftier educational goal. species, as citizens of a nation, of

In their book, Children of the members of a planetary ecology, and
Universe, Montessorians Michael and  so on. Ultimately, it introduces the
5QbSAt 5dzF¥& &dzY possibility that humanity might have
Cosmic Educationneatly: ¢ ¢ KA & F aO2avYAOe Gl aiz
year Montessori experience gives purpose beyond consumption and
elementary students opportunitiesto  procreation.

appreciate their roots in the universe, G/ 2aYAO 9RAZOF G A 2
to sense their place in its context, and help each of us search for our

to embrace the role this defines for cosmic task as a species and as

UKSAN f A@dSa e individuals. To do this, we must

To give parents a glimpse of the understand ourselves in context. It
important role Cosmic Education is only against the background of
plays in the Montessori Elementary our place in the universe, our

Of l aaNB2YZ 6SQ@S relationships with other living
parent questions with brief organisms, and our understanding
explanations and related quotations of human unity within cultural

from Children of the Universe: diversity, that we can attempt to
Cosmic Education in the Montessori FyagSNI G§KS |jdzSai
Elementary Classroom. We Q: Why is Cosmic Education ideally
recommend this very approachable suited for children ages 6 to 127
resource as a valuable additionto any A Maria Montessori recognized four
parent education library. major stages, or planes of

Q: What is Cosmic Education? development. From about age six to
A/ 2aYA0 9RdzOl G A 2 vtwelve, children are moving through &
OdzNNAX Odzf dzY ¢ 2 NJ | thesecond plane. Some key i
rather a
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characteristics of these children
include a turning outward toward
wider social experiences, a
movement from the material level to
the abstract, and a heightened
engagement in moral development.

Turning Outward:Cosmic Education
ardArAatTisSa OKATft RNBYyQ
awareness of the larger community,

offering them all of human history at

a time in their development when

G§KSe& I NB LINBS20OdzLIA S
2dzié¢ G2 YSSiU GKS g2
G/ KAf RNBY Ay GKS a

development are no longer content

to remain inside their homes and
schools, or to limit their experiences

to what they feel inside

GKSYaSt gSax [/ 2aYA0
addresses the broad scope of that

2dzi 6 NR 22d2NySe Ay
Material to Abstract:Designed first
YR F2NBY2ad (2 Aya

imaginations, the lessons of The

Great Stories allow for cross- !
pollination between sensorial
experience and abstract thinking. As
children work with the activities to
which the stories have led them, they
discover such concepts as repeating
patterns of life (biology), the laws of
yI GdzZNBE 6LIKeaArAOasz OK
common vital needs (cultural
geography), and much more.

G¢KS adz2NE LI NI Aa
of the teacher; the study part is 2e
LINAYIFNAEE GKS 220

Once the impressionistic lessons
have been given, the children are

ready to pursue a subject as far as
(Continued on pagg)
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Cosmic Education: The Heart of the Montessori Elementary Classroom

(Continued from pagd)
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Moral Development:Many
psychologists agree that children
reach a new level of moral
development around age six or
seven. During the second plane of
development, the child becomes
keenly concerned with justice,
fairness, right and wrong ¢ the
conscience is beginning to develop.

G¢KS OKI

this age suggest that now is the

time to begin, that this is the

WaSyaaraargs

initial impressions on which a

lifetime search for meaning can be _
/| 2aYAO 9 Rdpopulatignagiowti the i3
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young students discover the moral

imperative by which they should

f A0S
Q. Is Cosmic Education relevant
today?
A. In the twentieth century, Maria
Montessori saw Cosmic Education as
a way to protect humankind from the
threat of self-annihilation posed by
seemingly endless acts of war and

Foundation
Meeting

Our next Foundation meeting will be
Monday, June 7. This meeting will be
a planning meeting and will begin at
5pm, rather than 7pm, in the back
activity room. All are welcome -
please come with your ideas

and passions. Get ready to roll up
your sleeves. We will be looking at
our current year, and set things in
motion for our 2™ year!
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political aggression. In the twenty-

6 TRt CRNLURS, PIQOR IVAreNGESs v b ¢

cooperation, and peaceful
communication, are integral to
resolving problems Montessori could
hardly have anticipated. Cosmic
Education helps prepare children to
RS €
realities.
. SOl dzaS 27
impact of our own species
on the life of the planet, we

& (ihAv@ a mozafrespprsibilitk NS y

¢ a cosmic task to deal
with such problems as

controls, management of
natural resources,

impact of industrial
development, protection of

G§KSANI f A S a gendangered species, a

responsible use of
biotechnology and other
global concerns. We are
one people, one civilization,
one humanity, in ways
today that Montessori
S2dA R y2d

Grant Writing

Do you have an interest in grant
writing or helping to seek out
donations of goods and money for
River? Please attend the next Grant
Writing Team meeting on
Wednesday, May 26 at 7 pror
contact Cindy Lohrentz at
clohrentz@juno.com or Maria Svinth
at msvinth@svn.dot. It takes all of us
pitching in to fulfill our dream.

~
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Montessori in To Educate the Human

Potentiatb G ¢ KS dzy A OSNE S
imposing reality and the answer to all

jdzSatiAz2yadéd azyiSaa
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and their place in it. It was her hope

iKS tag%cﬁsgl igBlycagiqn would allow
re

n to grow into responsible
sons and daughters of the great
hl.ll_ n family, with the
understanding, ethics, and self-
knowledge needed to transform the

i K gvorld.

Ly GKS 5 diF/TR2BYN @ 2 NR
Education teaches children to
recognize the fundamental needs we
all share and to respect the cultural
differences by which we meet those
fundamental needs. Such an

education can lead us to a future of
true peace such as that sought by

al NAF a2z2yiSaaz2NRhoé
¢ J.A. Beydler, with special thanks to

Irene Baker and of course, Michael

and D'Neil Dujfy S excellent book.
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School Directory

The additions to the 09-10 School
Year directory, which is published by
the River Foundation, is still a work in
progress. We know how important it
is to have contact information for
fellow families...to put names

to familiar faces. We are committed
to your getting a copy of a directory
(if you do not already have one) - and
additions to all, before the end of the
school year. Thank you for your
patience. Please contact Julie
Carolan at juliecarolan@comcast.net
if you have any questions.
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River Book Corner

Children of the Universe
Cosmic Education in the Montessori
Elementary Classroom

Lead children to a more peaceful
future with this comprehensive guide
to the all-important curriculum of the
Montessori Elementary classroom. A
must for anyone seeking to
understand the foundation of the
Montessori philosophy and the
elementary years. Readers will gain
insight and inspiration from this
comprehensive resource.

Each chapter outlines a Great Story,
including the Story of the Universe,
Solar System, Earth, Life, Humans,
and Civilizations. The book concludes
with a discussion of the implications
for this curriculum. The appendix
includes information about scope and
sequence, classroom resources, a
glossary, and references. From The
Parent-Child Press. Paperback, 190
pages.

River Montessori
Charter School

3880 Cypress Drive
Petaluma, CA 94954-5613
Phone: (707) 778-6414
Web site:
Www.rivermontessori.org

River Montessori
Foundation

Phone: (707) 778-6414 x. 17

E-mail:
info@rivermontessorifoundation.org
Web site:
www.rivermontessorifoundation.org

Supporting Public Montessori
in the Community

After School

Born with a Bang: The Universe Tells En riCh ment NeWS

Our Cosmic Story
Ages 6 to 12.

Enjoy the story of the chaos and
creativity of the cosmos through this
Ay 3IASYyA2dz
we picked up this book, we felt as if
g S
Great Lessont the story of the
creation of the Universe.

This passionately told story garners
an appreciation for the full grandeur
and excitement of our Universe. The
exquisite artwork so closely
resembles the Montessori Geography
Charts that this book will become a
permanent part of your functional
geography lessons. Includes an
informational section, glossary,
timelines, and resource lists. 48
pages. Ages 6 to 12.

Hot Lunch

There is still time to participate in our
Hot Lunch program!

Pizza Fridays
6/4

Hot dog Fridays
5/28, and 6/11

We would love a parent volunteer to
help with the lunches and welcome
ideas for next year for our lunch
fundraisers. Order forms for hot
dogs and pizzas are in the lobby. If
you want to help, contact Cindy
Lohrentz at clohrentz@juno.com.
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Current classes:

1 Colors of Spanish

Monday, 3:30-4:30

2 KSy
Monday, 3:30-4:30

Mondays 3:30-4:30

1 Learn to Sew Make a "Wobbly"

Tuesday, 3:30-4:00

1 Engineering Fundamentals with
LEGO

Tuesday, 3:30-5:00

1 Science for Kids

Tuesday, 4:00-5:00

1 Capoeira for Kids

Wednesday, 3:30-4:30

1 For the Love of Art

Wednesday, 3:30-4:30

1 Inner Discovery

Thursday, 3:30-5:00

1 Move Over Mozart (MOM)

Friday, 1:00-1:30

1 Come Play with Clay

Friday, 1:30-3:00

1 Beginning Bead Weaving

Every Other Friday, 1:30-3:30

More details can be found on the
River website:
www.rivermontessori.org/after-
school-enrichment.html

Afterschool Enrichment Scholarships
The River Foundation, through the
generosity of the Afterschool
Enrichment Providers, has money
available to help with partial
scholarships so your child can attend
a program.

Please contact Julie Carolan at
julie@rivermontessorifoundation.org
or call 971-0211 for more
information.
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